Ecocriticism, ENG 449/549, TR 8-9:50, CLY 103

Winter 2008; CRN 44600 and 44613

Dr. Greg Jacob, Associate Professor of English

725-3572 (campus); 681-8397 (home); jacobg@pdx.edu
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 10:30-11:30 in 409 NH

RequiredTexts: 

Ecocriticism Reader. Eds. Glotfelty and Fromm

The Green Studies Reader (few essays from coursepack)
The Hungry Tide by Amitav Ghosh

Potiki by Patricia Grace 

Bless Me Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya

So Far From God by Ana Castillo
Course Description: Ecocriticism studies the relationship between literature and the physical environment, and it generally refers to scholarship concerned with the environmental implications of literary texts (a narrow definition). The term encompasses nonhuman as well as human contexts and considerations. In Eng 449/549 we will address the connection between ecology, culture, and literature. Components of the course will cover environmental literary history, nature/culture/gender, the changing natural world, and transcultural environmental issues. For English majors, Ecocriticism falls under Group A, Theory.

Class Procedure: The class meetings will be used for in-class writing, discussion of the assigned reading material, small group activities, and lecture. Please read the assigned material previous to the class meeting because we often begin each session with in-class writing. You will keep a journal for in-class and out of class writing. The journal entries can be in a spiral ring notebook or a collection of sheets in a manila folder. Missed in-class activities needs to be made up before the next class session, so please plan to attend class on a regular basis. If our schedule permits, we may go on a day hike along Balch Creek or visit a green building, such as Eco-Trust on 721 NW 9th St.

Objectives or Student Outcomes: 

· discuss the origin and development of ecocriticism.

· examine the historical foundations of our outlook on nature.

· apply principles of ecocriticism to a range of literary genres.

· identify common terms associated with ecology and the environment.

· discuss the representation of nature as if it were a convention of culture .

· critique the notion of binaries--nature/culture, mind/body, subject/object.

· interpret the historical shifts in the representation of nature.

· explore the character of perception and the sensual foundation of language.

· discuss new movements in ecocriticism, such as urban nature/race/poverty.

Course Evaluation:  Course grade is based on timely completion of in-class writing (15%), the informative abstract (5%), an analysis of an article (10%), the midterm exam (30%), the peer review (10%), and the major paper (30%). Assigned work turned in 24 hours after the due date will lose a letter grade. In-class assignments and writing may be made up if completed before the next class period.

The Writing Assignments: a) In-class writing will be brief responses to the readings or to related discussion material. I will collect them in class and check them off in the grade book. These in-class writings are not graded; b) The informative abstract (200-300 words) summarizes the tone and scope of one of the books listed on the handout on references. To do this, simply read the Preface/Introduction/or opening chapter and point out the author’s purpose and general contents and/or organizational structure of the book; c) The analysis of an article (no more than 500 words) can come from any environmentally based journal in Millar Library (ISLE comes to mind first of all). In your analysis make mention of the writer’s purpose, the writer’s audience, assumptions the writer makes about his/her topic and/or audience, and the evidence the writer uses; d) The major paper will focus on one of the four novels we read. Use MLA format and include a Works Cited page. At least one source must be from the essays we read in The Ecocriticism Reader and the coursepack; another source must be from a journal article or book from the Millar Library. Your paper should be between six to twelve pages. At any time you may drop by the office with a draft, and I will read and respond to what you have written. Remember to bring three copies of your draft (a minimum of four pages) to the peer review session. 

Syllabus, winter term, 2008

Week 1    Jan 8:   Handouts/definitions of ecocriticism/phases of ecocriticism.

                Jan 10:  Lynn White, “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis.”

                             Occidental and Oriental views of nature.



     Overview of “Green Studies.”

Week 2    Jan 15:  *Kate Soper, “The Idea of Nature.”

                              *H.D. Thoreau, “Writing the Wilderness.”



      *Gary Snyder,  “Language Goes Both Ways.”

                Jan 17:   Michael McDowell, “The Bakhtinian Road to Ecological Insight.”



       Scott Slovic, “Nature Writing and Environmental Psychology.” 

Week 3   Jan 22:   Christopher Manes, “Nature and Silence.”

                              William Howarth, “Some Principles of Ecocriticism.”

               Jan 24:   SueEllen Campbell, “The Land and Language of Desire.”



      Neil Everden, “Beyond Ecology.”

Week 4   Jan 29:   Patricia Grace. Potoki.

               Jan 31:   Tour of Ecotrust Building.

Week 5   Feb 5:   Ecocritical interpretation of Robert Frost’s “Spring Pools”

                            and John Keats’ “To Autumn.”

                Feb 7:  Ursula LeGuin, “The Carrier Bag Theory of Fiction.”

                             Joseph Meeker, “The Comjc Mode.”



     *Terry Gifford, “The Social Construction of Nature.”

Week 6    Feb 12:  Amitav Ghosh, The Hungry Tide, Part One.
                Feb 14:  Amitav Ghosh, The Hungry Tide, Part Two.

Week 7    Feb 19:  Midterm (in-class/essay/open book).

                Feb 21:  Mindwalk (video).

Week 8   Feb 26:  Annette Kolodny, “Unearthing Herstory.”

                              Scott Russell Sanders, “Speaking a Word for Nature.”

                              *Kate Soper, “Naturalized Woman and Feminized Nature.”

                Feb 28:  Ana Castillo, So Far From God.

Week 9   Mar 4:  Dana Philips “Is Nature Necessary?”

                            *Richard Kerridge, “Ecothrillers: Environmental Cliffhangers.”

               Mar 6:   Rudolfo Anaya, Bless Me Ultima.
Week 10   Mar 11: Peer Review (bring three copies of draft to class).

                 Mar 13: Paper due/hike along Balch Creek or Tyron Creek.

Week 11   Mar 20:  Return papers.

